
Copyright ©  2017 by Netmanias, Inc. 
"Korea Mobile Communication Market Report Q2 2017" was written by Netmanias. 
Entire contents are copyrighted by Netmanias, Inc. ("Netmanias") 
Netmanias retains exclusive and sole ownership of all its reports. Unauthorized redistribution, electronic or otherwise, reproduction or publication without prior written approval of Netmanias, is prohibited by law. 
The information and opinions contained the report have been based on information believed to be reliable, but the accuracy or completeness for a particular purpose of the report cannot be warranted. All views and 
analysis expressed are the opinions of Netmanias and all opinions expressed are subject to change without notice. 

Korea Mobile Communications Market Report - Q2 2017
78 pages, 274 charts

September 25, 2017

Publisher/Editor Dr. Harrison J. Son son@netmanias.com 
Associate Editor Dr. Michelle M. Do misun.do@netmanias.com

About NMC Consulting Group/Netmanias 
NMC Consulting Group/Netmanias is an advanced and professional network consulting company, specializing in IP network areas (e.g., Gigabit Internet/FTTH, Metro Ethernet, IP/MPLS and SDN/NFV), service areas 

(e.g., IPTV, IMS, CDN and IoT), and wireless network areas (e.g., 5G, LTE, and Wi-Fi) since 2002.  

  Korea Mobile Communications Market Report Q2 2017NETMANIAS REPORT 2017 Q2

I. Introduction          II. Total Connections in Korea         III. Mobile Operators       IV. Financial Results

Summary 

Mobile connections/phone penetration

Access network

Device type

MVNO

Mobile phones

IoT

Net Additions

Innovation history

Mobile connections

Access network

Device type

Smartphones

IoT

MVNO

Mobile Service Revenues

Innovation History 

Mobile Connection Composition 

Market Brief

Mobile Traffic

LTE Service Quality Evaluation

www.netmanias.com

© 2017 Netmanias • www.netmanias.com

Income statement

Operating revenues

Marketing expenses

Capex



  Korea Mobile Communications Market Report Q2 2017NETMANIAS REPORT 2017 Q2

I. Introduction       II. Total Connections in Korea          III. Mobile Operators                 IV. Financial Results

ToC - 1

Table of Contents

© 2017 Netmanias • www.netmanias.com

I. Introduction 

Innovation history Innovation History: Innovation history: LTE frequency commercialization and network evolution I – 1  | 3 charts 

Key takeaway - Revenue continues to grow due to the expansion of subscriber base I – 2  | 12 charts 

Mobile connection 

composition

Mobile telecommunication service market in Korea in Q2 2017 I – 3 

Mobile connection composition in Korea in Q2 2017 – Big 3 operators, 2017Q2 I – 4 | 1 chart

Mobile connection composition in Korea in Q2 2017 – Big 4 operators, 2017Q2  I – 5 | 1 chart

Mobile connections breakdown - 2017Q2 I – 6 | 5 charts

Market Brief Mobile telecommunication market in Korea – Operating revenue breakdown, 2011-2016 I – 7 | 6 charts

Mobile traffic Monthly mobile communication traffic in Korea (MNO)  - by access network and by device type, 2012-2017Q2 I – 8 | 4 charts

Monthly mobile communication traffic in Korea (MNO and smartphone Traffic) - by service plan, 2012-2017Q2 I – 9 | 6 charts

4G traffic by application category, 2013-2017Q2 I – 10 | 3 charts

LTE service quality LTE service quality evaluation in 2016, 2013-2016 I – 11 | 2 charts

II. Total Connections in Korea

Summary Summary - Mobile connections in Korea: Number, Penetration and Growth, 2011-2017Q2 II – 1 | 3 charts

Summary - Mobile connections in Korea: Number, Penetration and Growth – Table, 2011-2017Q2 II – 2 | 1 chart

Summary - Mobile connections in Korea: Number, Penetration and Growth – Table, 2011-2017Q2 II – 3 | 1 chart

Penetration Penetration - Mobile connections and mobile phones (% of population), 2011-2017Q2 II – 4 | 2 charts

Penetration - Smartphones (% of population, mobile phone and total mobile connections), 2011-2017Q2 II – 5 | 2 charts

Access network Mobile connections and market share by access network in Korea, 2011-2017Q2 II – 6 | 4 charts

Device type Mobile connections and market share by device type in Korea, 2011-2017Q2 II – 7 | 4 charts

MVNO MVNO connections and share of total mobile connections in Korea, 2011-2017Q2 II – 8 | 4 charts

Mobile phones Mobile phone/smartphone connections and share of total connections in Korea, 2011-2017Q2 II – 9 | 6 charts

IoT IoT connections and share of total mobile connections in Korea, 2011-2017Q2 II – 10 | 4 charts

Net additions Net additions, activations and deactivations of mobile connections in Korea, 2011-2017Q2 II – 11 | 4 charts



III. Mobile Operators

Innovation History: New services commercialization/launching period, 2011-2017Q2 III – 1  | 3 charts Innovation history

Mobile connections Summary – SK Telecom mobile connections: number, penetration and growth (including MVNO connections), 2011-2017Q2 III – 2 | 1 chart

Summary – KT mobile connections: number, penetration and growth (including MVNO connections), 2011-2017Q2 III – 3 | 1 chart

Summary – LG U+ mobile connections: number, penetration and growth (including MVNO connections), 2011-2017Q2 III – 4 | 1 chart

Summary – SK Telecom MNO mobile connections: number, penetration and growth, 2014-2017Q2 III – 5 | 1 chart

Summary – KT MNO mobile connections: number, penetration and growth, 2014-2017Q2 III – 6 | 1 chart

Summary – LG U+ MNO mobile connections: number, penetration and growth, 2014-2017Q2 III – 7 | 1 chart

Mobile connections and market share by operator (Big 3, including MVNO connections), 2011-2017Q2 III – 8 | 4 charts

MVNO connections and market share by operator (Big 3 Operators), 2011-2017Q2 III – 9 | 4 charts

Mobile connections and market share by operator (Big 4: SK Telecom, KT, LG U+ and MVNOs), 2011-2017Q2 III – 10 | 4 charts

Quarterly net additions, activations and deactivations by operator (Big 3, including MVNO connections), 2011-2017Q2 III – 11 | 3 charts

Quarterly net additions, activations and deactivations of each operator  (Big 3, including MVNO connections), 2011-2017Q2 III – 12 | 3 charts

Net addition breakdown of each operator (Big 3, including MVNO connections), 2015Q1-2017Q2 III – 13 | 3 charts

Churn rate and quarterly deactivations (Big 3, including MVNO connections), 2011-2017Q2 III – 14 | 2 charts

MNP (Mobile Number Portability) trend , 2004-2017Q2 III – 15 | 2 charts

MNP net additions by operator (Big 4), 2006-2016 III – 16 | 5 charts

Access network Mobile connections and market shares by access network in Q2 2017 – by operator III – 17 | 4 charts

4G connections and market share by operator (Big 3, including MVNO 4G connections), 2011-2017Q2 III – 18 | 4 charts

4G connections and market share by operator (Big 4), 2014-2017Q2 III – 19 | 4 charts

Mobile connections and market share by access network (Big 3, including MVNO connections), 2011-2017Q2 III – 20 | 6 charts

Mobile connections and market share by access network (Big 3, including MVNO connections) - Table III – 21 | 3 charts

Mobile connections and market share by access network (Big 4), 2014-2017Q2 III – 22 | 8 charts

Device type Mobile phone/IoT connections and market share by operator (Big 3, including MVNO connections), 2011-2017Q2 III – 23 | 6 charts

Mobile phone/IoT connections and market share by operator (Big 4), 2014-2017Q2 III – 24 | 6 charts

Mobile connections and market share by device type (Big 3, including MVNO connections), 2011-2017Q2 III – 25 | 6 charts

Mobile connections and market share by device type (Big 4), 2014-2017Q2 III – 26 | 8 charts

Phone and IoT device share of total mobile connections (Big 4), 2014-2017Q2 III – 27 | 8 charts

Table of Contents

  Korea Mobile Communications Market Report Q2 2017NETMANIAS REPORT 2017 Q2

I. Introduction       II. Total Connections in Korea          III. Mobile Operators                 IV. Financial Results

ToC - 2

© 2017 Netmanias • www.netmanias.com



 

  Korea Mobile Communications Market Report Q2 2017NETMANIAS REPORT 2017 Q2

I. Introduction       II. Total Connections in Korea          III. Mobile Operators                 IV. Financial Results

ToC - 3

Table of Contents

III. Mobile Operators (continued)

Smartphones Smartphone connections and market share by operator (Big 3, including MVNO connections), 2011-2017Q2 III – 28 | 4 charts

Smartphone connections and share of total mobile connections of each operator (Big 3, including MVNO connections), 2011-2017Q2 III – 29 | 6 charts

Smartphone connections and share of total mobile phone connections of each operator (Big 3, including MVNO connections), 2011-2017Q2 III – 30 | 6 charts

Smartphone connection growth of individual mobile operators (Big 3, including MVNO connections) - Table, 2011-2017Q2 III – 31 | 3 charts

IoT IoT connections and market share by operator (Big 3, including MVNO connections), 2011-2017Q2 III – 32 | 4 charts

IoT connections and market share by operator (Big 4), 2014-2017Q2 III – 33 | 4 charts

IoT connections and share of total mobile connections of each operator (Big 3, including MVNO connections), 2011-2017Q2 III – 34 | 6 charts

IoT connection growth of individual mobile operators (Big 3, including MVNO connections) - Table, 2011-2017Q2 III – 35 | 3 charts

Breakdown of IoT connections of each operator (Big 4), 2014-2017Q2 III – 36 | 8 charts

MVNO MVNO connections and market share by operator (Big 3), 2011-2017Q2 III – 37 | 4 charts

MVNO connections and share of total connections of each operator (Big 3), 2011-2017Q2 III – 38 | 6 charts

MVNO connection growth of individual mobile operators (Big 3), 2011-2017Q2 III – 39 | 3 charts

Mobile service 

revenue

Billed connections (Pre-paid/post-paid, Phones + IoT devices) of each operator (Big 4), 2014-2017Q2 III – 40 | 8 charts

Mobile service revenue by operator (phone+IoT revenue, excludes interconnection revenue, includes MVNO related revenue), 2011-2017Q2 III – 41 | 4 charts

Mobile service revenue (phone+IoT revenue, excludes interconnection revenue, includes MVNO related revenues and connections), 2011-2017Q2 III – 42 | 3 charts

SK Telecom – Mobile service revenue, 2011-2017Q2 III – 43 | 1 charts

KT – Mobile service revenue, 2011-2017Q2 III – 44 | 1 charts

LG U+ – Mobile service revenue, 2011-2017Q2 III – 45 | 1 charts

ARPU Trend of 3 operators, 2011-2017Q2  III – 46 | 3 charts

Mobile service revenue share vs. connection share by operator, 2011-2017Q2 III – 47 | 3 charts

© 2017 Netmanias • www.netmanias.com



  Korea Mobile Communications Market Report Q2 2017NETMANIAS REPORT 2017 Q2

I. Introduction       II. Total Connections in Korea          III. Mobile Operators                 IV. Financial Results

ToC - 4

Table of Contents

© 2017 Netmanias • www.netmanias.com

IV. Financial Results

Operating revenues Operating revenue and market share by operator (Big 3) – consolidated,  2011 – 2017H1 VI – 2 | 4 charts

Operating revenue structure of Big 3 (KRW Trillion) – consolidated,  2011 – 2016 VI – 3 | 3 charts

Breakdown of operating revenue by service (Big 3) – consolidated, 2011 – 2016 (KRW Billion), 2011-2016 VI – 4 | 3 charts

Operating revenue by operator in 2016 (Big 3) – consolidated   (unit: KRW bn) VI - 5 | 3 charts

SK Telecom operating revenues, 2014 – 2017.Q2  (Consolidated) VI - 6 | 1 chart

KT operating revenues, 2014 – 2017.Q2  (Consolidated) VI - 7 | 1 chart

LG U+ operating revenues, 2014 – 2017.Q2  (Consolidated) VI - 8 | 1 chart

Income statement (Big 3) – consolidated, 2011 – 2017H1, 2011-2017Q2 IV – 1  | 3 charts Income statement

Marketing expenses Marketing expenses of 3 operators, 2011 – 2017 Q2 VI - 9 | 3 charts

Capex Capex and Capex breakdown by segment of 3 operators, 2011 – 2017 Q2 VI - 10 | 6 charts


